
  
 

  
 

Sefting the Table Workshop Follow-Up Resource Guide 

Thank you for aftending the workshop. Below is a collecfion of local resources, organizafions, 

and upcoming opportunifies discussed during the session. 

Business Support & Land Access Resources 

Kitchen Table Advisors (KTA) (kitchentableadvisors.org/) provides one-on-one business 

advising and farmer support related to land access, capital, and market opportunifies. 

 Finding Farmland / Finding Farmers: 

kitchentableadvisors.org/finding-farmland-finding-farmers 

California FarmLink (californiafarmlink.org) helps farmers and ranchers find land opportunifies 

through: 

 Land Access Portal is an online tool designed for posfing and viewing available 

farmland, connecfing with community members and establishing new relafionships 

between landholders and land seekers.  

 Agreement-building services 

 Affordable agricultural loans 

Community Alliance with Family Farmers (CAFF) (caff.org) provides resources, advocacy, and 

support for sustainable family farming throughout California. 

Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation & Open Space District (Ag +Open Space) 

(sonomaopenspace.org/) 

 Buy-Protect-Sell Pilot Program: Supports farmland protecfion and access inifiafives. 

sonomaopenspace.org/farmland-for-all/buy-protect-sell-pilot-program/ 

Local Conservafion & Technical Assistance 

Sonoma Resource Conservafion District (Sonoma RCD) sonomarcd.org/ 

Gold Ridge Resource Conservafion District (Gold Ridge RCD) goldridgercd.org/ 

UC Cooperafive Extension Sonoma County ucanr.edu/county/ucce-sonoma-county/programs 

UCCE Sonoma County Agricultural Ombuds; Kerry McGrath: kamcgrath@ucanr.edu Kerry serves 

as a land access resource for both landowners and land seekers. She can provide support with 

evaluafing land opportunifies, navigafing land access opfions, and developing land lisfings. 

 

https://kitchentableadvisors.org/
https://www.kitchentableadvisors.org/finding-farmland-finding-farmers
https://californiafarmlink.org/
https://www.californiafarmlink.org/services/land-access
https://www.californiafarmlink.org/services/agreement-building-services
https://www.californiafarmlink.org/services/lending
https://caff.org/
https://www.sonomaopenspace.org/
https://www.sonomaopenspace.org/farmland-for-all/buy-protect-sell-pilot-program/
https://sonomarcd.org/
https://goldridgercd.com/
https://ucanr.edu/county/ucce-sonoma-county/programs
mailto:kamcgrath@ucanr.edu


  
 

  
 

Addifional Topics & Resources 

Permit Sonoma: ADUs and Farmworker Housing 

Recent updates to local and state regulafions have expanded opfions for farmworker 

housing and Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs).  

Farmworker housing permifting has been streamlined into fewer categories with 

reduced acreage and livestock thresholds, and diversified farms may now qualify 

through an annual gross sales threshold of $120,000.  

ADU state and local codes change often. Recent local code updates in Sonoma County 

have resulted in a more streamlined permit process. Any property with a primary 

residence can qualify for 2 ADUs and 1 Junior ADU. Projects sfill need to demonstrate 

adequate water and wastewater capacity for the residences, which remain a major 

considerafion for housing developments and building permifting in rural areas. 

*Many of these updates happened at the end of 2025, so online county code may not 

reflect all recent updates. 

permitsonoma.org/regulationsandlongrangeplans/regulationsandinitiatives/housin

gtypes/accessoryunitsandjuniorunits/accessorydwellingunitinformation 

VESCO Updates: Vineyard and Orchard Replanting Permits  

The Sonoma County Department of Agriculture/Weights & Measures is currently 

developing amendments to the VESCO permifting program intended to provide farmers 

with greater flexibility in rotafing their crops. 

The proposed changes would allow culfivated lands of various specified crop types to 

convert to vineyards or orchards following the replant pathway in VESCO, creafing a 

more streamlined permifting process for farmers seeking to develop these crops on 

culfivated properfies. 

VESCO Amendment is scheduled for public discussion at the Board of Supervisors’ 

Regular Meefing on Tuesday, August 18. View proposed amendment language and 

submit quesfions or comments here: sonomacounty.gov/vesco-ordinance-replant-

pathway-amendments 

Upcoming Dates & Events 

Ag + Open Space: Intro to Succession Planning Workshop 

This workshop will help landowners navigate the challenges and resources available for 

agricultural succession planning. While the process can be lengthy and there is a gap in 

https://permitsonoma.org/regulationsandlongrangeplans/regulationsandinitiatives/housingtypes/accessoryunitsandjuniorunits/accessorydwellingunitinformation
https://permitsonoma.org/regulationsandlongrangeplans/regulationsandinitiatives/housingtypes/accessoryunitsandjuniorunits/accessorydwellingunitinformation
https://permitsonoma.org/regulationsandlongrangeplans/regulationsandinitiatives/housingtypes/accessoryunitsandjuniorunits/accessorydwellingunitinformation
https://sonomacounty.gov/vesco-ordinance-replant-pathway-amendments
https://sonomacounty.gov/vesco-ordinance-replant-pathway-amendments
https://sonomacounty.gov/vesco-ordinance-replant-pathway-amendments
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeIsdeE37Bzzn5KpNT-X0ilYRfSSUxKI2Oksd_rH46kBlDx_A/viewform


  
 

  
 

available resources, thoughfful succession planning can prevent the loss of family farms 

and agricultural operafions. There will be subject experts and succession planning 

professionals to help navigate making personalized plans.  

Date: July 12 

Time: 12:00–4:00 PM 

Registrafion: 

hftps://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeIsdeE37Bzzn5KpNT-

X0ilYRfSSUxKI2Oksd_rH46kBlDx_A/viewform 

VESCO Amendment is scheduled for public discussion at the Board of Supervisors’ Regular 

Meefing on Tuesday, August 18. 

View proposed amendment language and submit quesfions or comments here: 

sonomacounty.gov/vesco-ordinance-replant-pathway-amendments 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeIsdeE37Bzzn5KpNT-X0ilYRfSSUxKI2Oksd_rH46kBlDx_A/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeIsdeE37Bzzn5KpNT-X0ilYRfSSUxKI2Oksd_rH46kBlDx_A/viewform
https://sonomacounty.gov/vesco-ordinance-replant-pathway-amendments

